THE  LAST  YEARS  OF  GEORGES  MANDEL
or a member of the government.95 He claims that he hesitated before
appointing Baudouin Under-Secretary of State because Baudouin had
published an article in the Revue de Pans supporting views on foreign
policy at variance with his own. It was only after Mandel told Reynatid
that Baudouin had made "the most categoric statements about the
war" to him that Reynaud agreed to appoint Baudoum.96 But when
the cabinet was reshuffled on 5 June, Reynaud chose him for the post
of Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs. In commenting on this in his
memoirs, Reynaud says with a certain lack of candour: *4It will be
remembered that it wras on Mandel's recommendation that I had taken
him as an assistant." 97 It appears that Reynaud is trying to shift the
blame for an unfortunate choice on to Mandel. According to Reynaud* s
own testimony, Mandel suggested that Baudouin be made Under-
secretary of State only after Reynaud himself had appointed him
Secretary to the War Cabinet. Although Mandel may have had some
other reason for suggesting Baudouin, it hardly seems likely that, if he
had any doubts about Baudouin's resolution to carry on the war, he
would have changed his opinion merely because of some "categoric
statements"*
In composing his cabinet it is also surprising that Reynaud did not
elevate his friend and long-time ally in the fight against Germany,
Georges Mandel, to a more important ministry, where his active deter-
mination to continue the war might have borne more fruit In his two
years as Minister of Colonies he had laid the groundwork for the
expansion of the military and economic contribution of the colonies
to France's war effort. The necessary impetus having been given, the
task could easily have been carried on by other men, and Mandel's
abilities put to better use in a more crucial position such as the Ministry
of the Interior. During World War I, as Clemenceau's chef Se c^hinst*
he had been the unofficial Minister of the Interior and the implacable
foe of defeatism. Enveloped by a false sense of security, France badly
needed something to awaken her to realities. Little had been done about
stopping defeatist propaganda; Daladier's government had limited
itself to rooting out Communists and had ignored the pro-Fascist
elements. Obviously a strong man was needed to combat the serious
threats to the morale of the country. Why then did not Reynard
appoint Mandel as Minister of the Interior in March 1940?
Reynaud offers no comment on this in his memoirs, but Elie J. Bois,
the editor of Le Petit Parisien, says Mandel refused the Interior because
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